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Message from Mayor of Chiang Rai Municipality

Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee, Mayor of Chiang Rai Municipality

For over 18 years, Chiang Rai has been regarded by many tourists as a city of beautiful flowers, a livable city,
and an attractive city with friendly people. Every year, there are many tourists who come to travel and enjoy their
visits in Chiang Rai.

During winter time, the weather in Chiang Rai is fresh and cold and many Thai people want to travel to the
North. Therefore, Chiang Rai Municipality has organized the Chiang Rai Flower Festival, which we, Chiang Rai people,
together host to welcome tourists and hopefully that they can experience various beautiful places like beautiful temples
and cultural sites in various areas of Chiang Rai.

Nowadays, “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” is a tourist symbol of Chiang Rai city. Visiting this event, ones will find
the beauty of flowers with innovation that we have created uniquely and differently every year.

Chiang Rai Flower Festival is an event that Chiang Rai Municipality hopes all visitors enjoy and want to come

again. Accordingly, the economy of Chiang Rai people will be good and grow forever.
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From My Heart.

Ms. Ratftana ChOﬂgSUﬂﬂnﬂmﬂnee, have been the initiator of the Chiang Rai Flower Festival

and the designer of this flower garden every year.

I, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee, have been the initiator of the Chiang Rai Flower Festival and the designer of this flower garden every year.

The origin of the Chiang Rai Flower Festival came up when | was the president of the Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization and
had the opportunity to visit many different districts to meet farmers who had been growing various types of winter flowers. |, therefore, had an
idea to bring those flowers to display for tourists and Chiang Rai people to see and admire. That was one way to promote tourism in Chiang Rai
and to support the career of flower farmers at the same time. It could also help increase income and stimulate the economy of the Chiang Rai
people. Besides, that was the way to promote Chiang Rai province using flowers as a tourist attraction, adding their color and charm to the province,
especially tulips and lilies which ones did not have to fly to see abroad.

The first Chiang Rai Flower Festival was, therefore, held at the military training ground by the Kok riverside, and later moved to Chiang Rai Beach
aiming to be developed as a permanent park with a pier where tourists could take a boat to the park seeing a beautiful scenery along the Kok River
banks and that was also a solution to the problem of traffic jams on the road.

After that, a wasteland with a large pond by the Kok River was developed by digging out the land to fill the banks of the Kok River and built a
flower garden named “Beautiful Flower Garden by the Kok River”

Chiang Rai Flower Festival had been held there until the 8th time. Later on, the 9th Chiang Rai Flower Festival has been moved and held at Tung
and Lanterns Garden Chiang Rai City until the present in the year 2022, in the form of a park with a variety of winter flowers.

Each year, there has been a different concept of arranging and decorating the garden. There might be the flower sculptures in various forms to
make the tourists excited and impressed so that they would come back to Chiang Rai again every year.

Landscaping Chiang Rai beautiful flower garden required time devoting both day and night preparing the area and rushing the garden to compete just
in time when the flowers were blooming beautifully to welcome tourists every year during the New Year's Eve celebration.

Without cooperation from my good colleagues who worked so hard and sacrificed both physically and mentally,

such a good event wouldn’t be come true. | would like to thank all personnel for creating work together, including ‘ HIANGRAI

personnel of Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization in the past and personnel of Chiang Rai Municipality at -

present, as well as brothers and sisters of flower gardeners and all team members who have worked with planting all FL WE Rs
kinds of flowers. Everyone was an important force that made “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” impressive to visitors throughout .'\ |

the past period. | would also like to thank all the media brothers and sisters who helped to promote the Chiang Rai FE . STIVAL
Flower Festival to be widely known. ‘
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From empty ground to a garden of paradise with beautiful flowers, concept, action, control every step by Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee When
asked where the concept of “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” originates from, the answer would be from a woman named “Rattana Chongsuttanamanee”
blending with the strategies of local government organizations: Chiang Rai Municipality and Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization that
want the city of Chiang Rai to be a city of tourism. It is not only the city of relaxation at night or just a pathway to many other tourist districts
but also the city where tourists can enjoy their stay both day and night until now.

From 2004 to 2011, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee, the former president of the Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization in cooperation
with Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee have chosen an empty land, next to the Government Center, Rim Kok Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang
Rai Province to prepare and make a venue for the Chiang Rai Flower Festival by asking permission to use the area from Chiang Rai Provincial
Office. The area was the land that had been scooped up for use and full of giant mimosa. By sight, it was almost impossible to be able to
arrange “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” there. When Chiang Rai Provincial Office allowed the use of such area, Ms. Rattana immediately proceeded
as planned because there was only 3 months left before the start of the event. She started by laying out the whole area to see what it would
look like when done. Then, the land was filled up with soil, large trees were put up as well as the electrical system. All steps had to be done at
the same time in order to complete the work of adjusting the area according to the time given. Every step of the work had been carried out and
controlled by herself, Ms. Rattana.

Within a period of 3 months, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee and Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee had been setting up the landscape
together with a team work of the personnel from the Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization at that time. The result was a change from
a weed forest to the land of beautiful flowers until the present.
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It was another new chapter that the flowers by the Kok riverside were moved to the beautiful flower garden in the heart of the city. It was a big
challenge that Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee had to merge both her mental and physical power with those of Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee,
Mayor of Chiang Rai to exhibit the Chiang Rai Flower Festival in the heart of Chiang Rai City for tourists to closely experience the beauty of flowers
and did not let the city of Chiang Rai to be just a pathway to other places. The visitors must come to visit so that the city could rebuild the
economic foundation accordingly.

But the challenge lay in the concept of how to organize “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” which had to be in harmony with the concrete forest

and how to change the old and scary prison area to the beautiful sights and known all over the world. Finally, everything was as beautiful as created

when the 10th Chiang Rai Flower Festival started at “ Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai City”, an old prison became a beautiful park.
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The 10™ Chiang Rai Flower Festival : Flowers, Wind, and Music

A variety of beautiful flowers such as Tulips, Lilies, Calla lilies and many others was exhibited in Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai
city. The center of the city was also renovated to have a tunnel of auspicious flowers and homes of flowers to welcome the season of tourism. In
additions, Chiang Rai Municipality held live music concert in the garden performed by famous singers in order to boost up the atmosphere and
colors of the 10th Chiang Rai Flower Festival, hoping that visitors could experience beautiful flowers, felt the cold breeze and listened to beautiful

songs concurrently.
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Doing something with love and care will make it good and impressive for visitors. Likewise, the 11th Chiang Rai Flower Festival on an area of 11 rai
of Tung and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai City had been created in a theme of “City of Beautiful Flowers” where Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee,

the event designer had laid out the form, the concept and the control of flower arrangements by making the area of Tung and Lanterns Garden,

Chiang Rai City in full bloom with pink flowers, creating flower sculptures in the form of a heart and placing the sculptures of cupid, the symbol

of love, around the event area. More strangely and interestingly, there were the “Rainbow Tulips and Rainbow Roses” which had many beautiful
colors in one flower. They could be seen in only one place; “Chiang Rai Flower Festival”. The event had been held during December 26th, 2014 —

February14th, 2015. This was the origin of the theme “Flower of Love Blooming in Chiang Rai”
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12"" Chiang Rai Flower Festival“ Art, Flowers and Music”

There came the 12th Chiang Rai Flower Festival. The beauty of millions of flowers was still displayed in the same place, “Tung and
Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai City”. That time, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee and Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee had laid out
a pattern that allowed the perfect combination of art and flowers. Two large sculptures of “Metal Tung” with beautiful art patterns, 10
meters high, were launched at Tung and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai City. These pieces of art were designed by Ajarn Thawan Dutchanee
and Ajarn Chalermchai Kositpipat, national artists from Chiang Rai. The Metal Tungs were very outstanding among temperate flowers
and considered to be the only place in Thailand. Besides, there was also a show of “an Elephant Playing Music” so as to make the

atmosphere of the event more cheerful.
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13" Chiang Rai Flower Festival “Flowers Dedicated to Father”

After His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great, the late King Rama IX, had passed away on October 13th, 2016, all groups of people were in sorrow
and mourn. As the time had passed, everything could not stand still, everyone needed to keep walking. When the sun sets today, it must rise tomorrow.

Therefore, Chiang Rai Municipality was still committed to provide the area in the center of Chiang Rai city to be a magnet attracting tourists to come
and see the beauty of flowers closely. During December 29th, 2016 - January 31st, 2017, continued “The 13th Chiang Rai Flower Festival” in the area of Tung
and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai City.

This time as well, Chiang Rai Municipality by Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee, the mayor of Chiang Rai had organized “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” and
Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee had designed and controlled gardening both days and nights in order to make “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” come out in honor
of His Majesty in the concept of “Flowers Dedicated to Father, Forever in My Heart”. In front of the entrance to Tung and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai City

were decorated with beautiful flowers of Dahlia and Amaranth in a form of the portrait of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great, the late King Rama IX.

Flowers Represent My Heart
Dok Rak or Dahlia represents the loyalty of the people to His Majesty forever. Dok Baanmairuroy or Amaranth represents the loyalty that never fades.
There were also exhibits with yellow flowers, the color of His Majesty the late King Rama IX. Inside of the garden, there were always beautiful flowers such as
Tulips, Lilies, Calla lilies, Cyclamen and Orchids, which were very beautiful for tourists to visit and admire in the cold air. In addition, there was a procession
of 9 sacred Buddha images from the 9 sacred temples (Wat Phra That 9 Chom), which were considered important places in Chiang Rai province. It was said
that once you came to Chiang Rai, you should never miss paying homage to the relics in the Phra That 9 Chom for a good fortune. Most importantly, the
first time ever in Chiang Rai province, there was fresh flowers offering to the 99 well-known monks who walked to receive alms starting from Nong Si Chaeng

Intersection through Tung and Lanterns Garden to Chiang Rai Provincial Court Intersection.
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The 14" Chiang Rai Flower Festival: Flowers and Love...

This was another challenge for Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee, an initiator of the project, to conceptualize and design the beauty of the festival. She
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decided to hold a meeting with the Chiang Rai Municipality Management team until finally crystallized what and how to organize a beautiful flower garden in
the middle of the city that could attract visitors to come again and again. Thus, the concept of the 14th Chiang Rai Flower Festival had arisen under the theme
of “Flowers and Love”. The area of Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai City would be full of flowers in pink tones, which represented love and care. The
sculptures of flowers in various shapes were also created as well as a flower tunnel. The flowers were arranged both vertically and horizontally in the garden.
Additionally, rare winter flowers were also exhibited in this event. Therefore, during the period from December 28th, 2017 to January 31st, 2018, a number
of tourists came to visit Chiang Rai repeatedly because they wanted to know what would be new in “Chiang Rai Flower Festival”. Generally, the concept of
arranging this flower garden is interesting and the style changes every year.

During the opening ceremony of the event, Mr. Pongphanu Sawetrun, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Sports (position at that time) said
that “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” had been considered to be an activity that helped promote tourism and also generate income for the local people. Thus,
“Chiang Rai Flower Festival” by Chiang Rai Municipality became well-known and recognized among tourists who wished to come and see the various kinds
of flowers in winter every year. The event could help to create tourism trend of Chiang Rai to be known to both Thai and foreign tourists and became part of

the tourism calendar of the province. Finally, it could create economy and income for the people of Chiang Rai.
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This was another year that “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” was still a big magnet that attracted both Thai and foreign tourists to travel to Chiang
Rai and after it was included in the tourism calendar of Thailand. The income from trading, accommodation, and hotels in Chiang Rai had significantly
increased. This event had been held on December 28th, 2018- January 28th, 2019. Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai city was created again to be
a beautiful garden with millions of flowers beautifully and perfectly arranged. Whoever saw it would not be able to withstand the attraction of the beautiful
flowers and had to take photos to keep as a souvenir.

For the 15th Chiang Rai Flower Festival, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee and Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee, the mayor of Chiang Rai had an
idea to create this flower garden in the concept of “Love Beyond Time”. As can be seen inside the venue, there was a large flower clock on the wall of the
front building. There were also beautiful and handsome mannequins in beautiful graduation gown to welcome the new graduates who came to take beautiful
commemorative photo in the garden as well as those who had graduated from the Chiang Rai Third Age University. All of them were elderly who could
represent an idea of lifelong learning and nobody was too old to learn. The flower clock conveyed an idea that no matter how much time had passed,
the beauty of flowers or education would always stay beyond the rules of time.” And the beauty of “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” also brought usable old
cars to decorate with flowers beautifully and harmoniously with the venue. In additions, there was an orchid tunnel or a tunnel of flowers of time where

people could go through to the other side of time.
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“Hug Chiang Rai City”

Once again, “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” was time to show off for tourists to visit and experience the beauty of the city in the fresh and

cold weather. This time, Ms. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee, the initiator of the Chiang Rai Flower Festival and the one who issues the concept,
controls and sets the format of the event every year, had put the concept of the 16th Chiang Rai Flower Festival in the theme of “Falling in Love
with Chiang Rai City” by simulating the way of life of Chiang Rai people in the past through flower sculptures. In some corners, the areas were
arranged as a mountain of flowers or a flower hill with caves and tunnels of flowers where people could walk through from the old year to the
new year with freshness and happiness. The event of this year would be different from the previous one because the flowers are more colorful and
brighter. The important thing is a simulation of the way of life from the past when people used boats for travelling and fishing or even collecting
morning glory in the middle of the swamps and in the rivers. The event had been held during 27th December 2019 - 19th January 2020 at Tung
and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai city.

The organizers of the 16th Chiang Rai Flower Festival got more encouragement when Dr. Uttama Savanayon, Minister of Finance (position at
that time) had praised Chiang Rai Municipality for organizing this event aiming to increase the number of tourists and this was also in concordance

with the government policy on promoting tourism in Thailand.
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The 17t Chiang Rai Flower Festival
Color of Chiang Rai City, City of Tourism and Sports

The 17th Chiang Rai Flower Festival was
held during December 26th , 2020 to
January 10th , 2021.

The 17th Chiang Rai Flower Festival was held during December 26th , 2020 to
January 10th , 2021. With the area of 11 rai, Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang
Rai City had been designed as a winter flower park by the Chiang Rai Munici-
pality, providing a unique garden every year. Mrs. Rattana Chongsuttanamanee,
the initiator of Chiang Rai Flower Festival, designed and supervised all flower
arrangements, with some advices from Mr.Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee, the
mayor of Chiang Rai as well as the assistance from Chiang Rai Municipality
officials in making each year event beautiful. This time too, “Chiang Rai Flower
Festival” is under her concept of “Chiang Rai, a City of Tourism and Sports”.

After the Sports Authority of Thailand, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports
had announced that Chiang Rai is a city of sports tourism, Ms. Rattana, there-
fore, decided to make “Chiang Rai Flower Festival” out in the form of tourism
and sports. In the park, there were a bicycle track and a running path made
out of flowers. In some areas of the event, the flowers were displayed in vertical
and tilted form while the others were in a spherical form that represents a large
soccer ball. A model of Doi Nang Non hill, a tourist attraction that everyone
knows, was also displayed in the area.

Another thing that makes Chiang Rai people happy this year was the praise
of Mr. Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, the Minister of Tourism and Sports, who said
that he was personally touched and shocked at the same time with how wonderful
the Chiang Rai Flower Festival was. After he had learned that Ms. Rattana was
the first person who had created the form and theme of the event, he wished
Chiang Rai would be a role model for other provinces to organize events like
this by coming up with their own identity. He believed that each province had
its own good things. Especially, the mayor of Chiang Rai confirmed that the

event did not cost a lot of budgets, but the outcome was truly overestimated.
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“City of Mountains, Mists and Flowers”

Chiang Rai Flower Festival of the Year 2021

Included the Chiang Rai Flower Festival of the year 2021, there had been 18 events altogether where millions of flowers had been
displayed for tourists to see their beauty up close. December 24th, 2021 to January 9th, 2022 is another time that many tourists had
been waiting to experience the beauty of winter flowers in the heart of Chiang Rai in the Tung and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai City.
This year, Chiang Rai Municipality, led by Mr. Wanchai Chongsuttanamanee, the Mayor of Chiang Rai, had assigned Ms. Rattana
Chongsuttanamanee, the chairman of the Chiang Rai Municipality Counselors and the initiator of the Chiang Rai Flower Festival, to design
and control the construction of beautiful flower garden. She launched the idea for transforming Tung and Lanterns Garden of Chiang Rai
City to be a beautiful flower park under the theme of “City of Mountains, Mists and Flowers” by creating a mountain range as a backdrop
for the flower wall so that the tourists could see the beauty of flowers inside. In front of the entrance to Tung and Lanterns Garden,
Chiang Rai City, there were models of flower trains waiting to pick up tourists. The idea of the train exhibited was consistent with Chiang
Rai provincial government’s approval to connect the route of the train in Chiang Rai that year. Inside Tung and Lanterns Garden, Chiang Rai
City, there was also a beautiful waterfall zone for tourists to experience the real nature. Other zones had been arranged to be a beautiful
astronomical ground and a flower universe. In addition, during the night, galaxies and stars of flowers were arranged beautifully. The color

of flowers mostly focused on purple, which is the color of Chiang Rai Province.
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